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Blue Knights SC-1 

“Ride with Pride” 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM JANUARY’S MEETING 

The first meeting of 2010 was ushered in by cold, cold weather. It was cold enough 
that 35 out of the 36 present came by car. Tony Walker (brave soul that he is) rode his 
motorcycle!  Newly-installed President Bill McKinzie jokingly welcomed everyone to 
the Blue Knights “Car Club.”  

There were several guests present, and the chapter took a few minutes to welcome them. One very spe-
cial guest, Erin Coats, along with her parents, Barry & Amy Coats, and Special Olympics representatives 
Sue Maner and Sam Alexander braved the cold weather to present a plaque to Blue Knights SC-1, thank-
ing the chapter  for its participation in Special Olympics fund-raising events during 2009. The gesture was 
returned by giving Erin a knitted scarf, which she really liked.  Thunder Tower owner Gene Preston and 
employee Lisa Harris were also presented with Certificates of Appreciation from the chapter in recognition 
of their service as hosts for our monthly chapter meetings.  

President McKinzie also took a few moments to thank Immediate 
Past President Dave Black for his service to the chapter, particu-
larly this past year and presented him with a Certificate of Apprcia-
tion as well. Following the presentation, Dave expressed apprecia-
tion to the E-Board for its service this past year, to Elbert Jordon for 
chairing the Toys-for-Tots Ride, to Robert Smith for organizing the 
Friendship Ride, and to the membership in general for its support. 
He also presented Certificates of Appreciation to several members 
for their outstanding service in various capacities during 2009 (see 
photo, bottom right).  

Officers’ & Directors’ Reports  

· Vice-President Tom Vacula will serve as chairman of the Ride Com-
mittee. Anyone desiring to serve on this committee are invited to do 
so. The committee will be meeting in the next few weeks to formulate 
plans for rides during 2010. 

· Secretary JT Wright made a “final call” for unpaid dues. There are 43 
paid members to date. (Editor’s note: By this printing, 53 members 
have renewed.) 

· Treasurer Chip Brown reported the chapter began the month of De-
cember with a balance of $2526.74, had income of $3376 from dues 
collected and Toys-for-Tots pins sold, and expenses of $1886, for an 
balance of $4016.74 on December 31. He will be submitting the dues collected to National. 

· Quartermaster Melda Scott thanked Gordon Loube, Melanie Fisher, and Karen Fish for their work in selling ride pins at the De-
cember’s Toys-for-Tots ride. She still has one badge and one set of colors available for sale. White golf shirts are available at $15 
per shirt, as well as three t-shirts ($5 each). Anyone interested in sweatshirts ($18 each), should contact Terry Fish. 

· President Bill McKinzie would like to stress “brotherhood” in the coming year. Along that line, he has asked Jeanne’ Crump to 
serve as chairman of the Activities Committee. In addition to the Murphy Ride over the Memorial Day weekend and the Christmas 
party, she will be exploring other events that would include spouses and children, etc. 

· Director Leon Cureton, who also serves as chairman of the Membership Committee, said that past chapter members will be con-
tacted, inviting them to return to the chapter and to participate in rides. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Special Olympian Erin Coats with 2009 
President Dave Black 

Lisa Harris, Dave Black, and Gene Preston 

 

(Left to right) Dave Black, ,Diane McKinzie, Melda Scott, Don Curtis, Dick Scott, and 
Randy Book 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Old Business  

Members of the E-Board purchased long-sleeved white shirts that had the chapter logo embroidered on the front just above the 
pocket. They felt shirts such as these would be more appropriate to wear to funerals, especially where non-motorcyclists might be 
intimidated by a group wearing vests with colors. Any member who would like to have such a shirt for this purpose may bring a long-
sleeve white shirt  to have the embroidery done ($6 per shirt). If the chapter has an order of 12, there is no set-up fee.  Shirts may also 
be purchased from the company doing the embroidery. See JT Wright for more information. 

New Business  

· Tom Vacula is working on a handout that will be available at meetings, explaining mem-
bership status within our chapter. 

· The Spring 2010 Weekend for the Southern Regional Conference will be held April 29 
to May 2 at the Holiday House Resort in Venice, Florida. Registration for the conference 
is $60 per person before March 1, and $70 afterwards. An on-line link for this event is 
available through our chapter’s website (www.blueknightsc1.org). This conference will 
feature fully escorted rides, and opportunities for private local fishing trips at a tremen-
dous savings, and other events. This conference promises to be lots of fun, and a won-
derful opportunity to meet fellow Blue Knights from all over the United States. 

· Jim King, Tony Walker, and Rob Marshall (pictured at right) were officially sworn in as 
members of Blue Knights SC-1. 

Sickness & Distress  

Other  

Ernie Danks won a set of hearing protectors as a door prize. El-
bert Jordon brought his wife, Terry, to her first meeting, and we’re 
sure she’s glad she attended: she not only won wind chimes dur-
ing the door prize drawing, but she also won $31 during the 50/50 
drawing! 

Left to right: Jim King, Tony Walker, and Rob Marshall 
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· Shirley Wilke, wife of Tim Wilke, has had two heart attacks 
and a minor stroke. 

· Alan Alexander, as he continues to recover from an extended 
illness. 

· Lewis Marshall is having back problems and is undergoing 
tests. 

· Leon Cureton’s mother, who is battling cancer. 
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Blue Knights Newsletter 
 
Diane McKinzie, Editor 
1128 Three Dog Rd. 
Chapin, SC 29036 

2010 OFFICERS 
 

President: Bill McKinzie 
Vice-President: Tom Vacula 
Secretary: J.T. Wright 
Treasurer: Chip Brown 
Past President: Dave Black 
Directors: Leon Cureton 
 Don Curtis 
 Richard Scott 
Chaplain: Robert Smith 
Road Captain: Randy Book 
Quartermaster: Melda Scott 
 

GENERAL MEETING  
INFORMATION 

 
Time: 10:00am 
 
Date: Second Saturday  
 of each month 
 
Location: 
 2nd Floor Meeting Room 
Thunder Tower Harley-Davidson 

 (take Exit 82 off I-20)  
 NEXT MEETING: 

February 13, 2009 

WEAR YOUR COLORS 

www.blueknightsc1.org 
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